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Symphonic Essay for Concert Band

*The text to "Alaska's Flag" should be read over the opening melody (both verses are included in the narration 
  which begins at measure 6 and should be read at a speed to approximate the layout in the score) or the melody 
  may be sung by a soloist or by an SATB chorus within the band. Both verses should always be recited or sung.
  A choral version plus an optional piano accompaniment for vocal or instrumental solo are available from the composer.

1. Eight 
stars of 
gold on a
field
of blue, 

Alaska's 
flag  may
it mean 

to you 
The blue 
of the sea,
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the evening 
sky, 

The moun-
tain lakes 
and the 
flowers 
nearby.

The gold 
of the early 
sourdough's
dreams,

The precious
gold of the
hills and 
streams.
 

The bril-
liant stars
in the
northern sky, 

The "Bear", 
the "Dipper" 
and shining 
high,

The great 
North Star 
with its 
steady light. 

O'er land 
and sea 
a beacon 
bright, 

Alaska's 
flag to 
Alaskan's 
dear, 

The simple 
flag of 
a last 
frontier.

2. A native 
lad chose 
the dipper's 
stars

For Alaska's 
flag, that 
there be 
no bars

Among our 
cultures. 
Be it 
known

Through 
years the 
native's 
past has 
grown

To share 
life's trea-
sures hand 
in hand,

To keep 
Alaska our 
great land 

We love the 
northern 
midnight
sky

The moun-
tains, lakes 
and the 
streams
nearby

The great 
North Star 
with it's 
steady light

Will guide
all culture's 
clear and 
bright

With nature's 
flag to 
Alaskan's 
dear

The sim-
ple flag 
of a last 
frontier.
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